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Coronavirus: COVID-19  

Current Update – April 28, 2020 

 

As of April 28, 2020, Canada has a total of 49, 025 confirmed cases of COVID-19. Ontario itself has 15, 381 cases 

with Toronto having 4973 cases. At this time, residents of North Yorkers continue to remain symptom free and 

staff members continue to self-monitor. If this changes, we will notify all staff, residents and stakeholders as 

soon as possible. 

- - 

Ontario’s plan to re-open the economy 

Yesterday, the province of Ontario has announced that it will take gradual steps to reopen the economy while 

maintaining an emphasis on the containment of the virus and public safety. Premier Doug Ford did not provide any 

specific dates for this plan as he would like to remind the public that the nature of COVID-19 is very unpredictable 

and there is no way to tell when the highly-contagious virus will let up enough to be considered safe.  

 

According to health experts, we are in the peak right now; but how long this peak will last is unknown.  

Based on best advice, a framework has been developed for opening Ontario’s economy. Premier Ford emphasized 

that this framework is about HOW we are reopening, not when. Dates will not be set at this time as the virus 

operates at its own speed.  

 

Always remember, it only takes one person to pass on the virus to hundreds of others.  

 

- - 

How long can we all follow strict social distancing orders? In the most 

recent Big Story podcast, all the reports say that, so far, Canada’s strategy of 

increased social distancing is working. The curves from province to 

province are beginning to flatten thanks to Canadians isolating themselves 

for almost two months now. But how long can this high level of cooperation 

keep up? What do we need from governments and health officials to 

convince us to keep it up, but also give us enough hope that people won’t be 

tempted to start finding ways around the rules? 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/04/27/social-distancing-orders-coronavirus/ 
- - 

Barbara Collier from Communication Disabilities Access Canada (CDAC) has written a letter to Minister Carla 

Qualtrough, Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion and the Covid 

Disability Advisory Group (CDAG) to immediately address the communication support needs of patients who 

have speech, language and/or cognitive disabilities due to cerebral palsy, autism spectrum disorder, 

developmental or intellectual disability, acquired brain injury, aphasia after a stroke, ALS, multiple sclerosis, 

dementia and other conditions. The request is for the implementation of reasonable and safe communication 

accommodations throughout all stages of COVID-19 assessment and treatment. A copy of this letter will be 

provided on our website for you to review.  

 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/04/27/social-distancing-orders-coronavirus/


     

North Yorkers for Disabled Persons Inc.                                                             Updated: April 28, 2020 

 

CDAC is also a wonderful resource for all individuals, family, and health care providers who require resources 

for the use of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). Check out their website at 

www.cdacanada.com for more information.  

 

Communication Rights Toolkit  

https://www.cdacanada.com/resources/covid-19/covid-19-communication-rights-toolkit/  

- - 

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and requires any 

resources related to COVID-19, please contact Jessica (Jessica.nydp@gmail.com) and she can assist you in 

accessing and/or creating various communication tools.  

- - 

If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at 

www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local health unit at the 

following phone numbers:  

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 

Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600 

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700 

Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711 

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675 

 

Please refer back to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still be relevant. If 

you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect yourself and those around you from the 

COVID-19 virus, please contact our Outreach Communication Facilitator Jessica, at 416-222-4448 or 

jessica.nydp@gmail.com 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Wishing Christine a very happy birthday!!!  
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