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Coronavirus: COVID-19  

Current Update – May 25, 2020 

 

As of May 25, 2020, Canada has a total of 84, 699 confirmed cases of COVID-19. Ontario itself has 25, 500 cases 

with Toronto having 10, 035 cases. At this time, residents of North Yorkers continue to remain symptom free 

and staff members continue to self-monitor. If this changes, we will notify all staff, residents and stakeholders as 

soon as possible. 

 

- - 

Changes to the testing requirements of COVID-19 

Premier Doug Ford announced on Sunday that he is urging Ontarians to “go get a test” to try and curb the 

spread of COVID-19. The new directives will allow for those who are asymptomatic to get tested without being 

turned away. Ford said, “Let me reassure you, even if you or your family do not have symptoms, if you feel you 

need a test, you will be able to get a test,” said Ford. “So please, don’t wait.” 

Assessment centres will no longer require you to have a referral from a Health Care Provider, and will test 

anyone who is:  

• Symptomatic 

• Asymptomatic but concerned about exposure to known or potential cases 

• Asymptomatic and have risk from exposure in line of duty (essential workers, health care 

workers, etc.) 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/05/24/doug-ford-urges-ontarians-to-go-get-a-test-for-covid-19/  

 

- - 

The Ministry of Health has recently updated and provided us with a summary of required Health Care Worker 

(HCW) precautions to be taken during patient interaction. In the table below, you will see that there are 

instructions on what to do if you are interacting with someone who screens positive of COVID-19, as well as 

with someone who screens negative. Although this summary was directed towards HCWs, this is also great 

information to utilize if you live with, and/or are caring for someone who may be COVID positive.  

 

The guidelines are displayed in the table below: 

 

Activity HCW Precautions 

Before every patient interaction  HCW must conduct a point-of-care risk assessment to 

determine the level of precautions required  

All interactions with and within 2 metres of patients 

who screen positive  

 

Droplet and Contact precautions:  

•Surgical/procedure mask 

•Isolation gown 

•Gloves 

•Eye protection (goggles or face shield) 

•Perform hand hygiene before and after contact with 

the patient and the patient environment and after the 

removal of PPE 

All interactions with and within 2 metres of patients 

who screen negative  

 

•Surgical/procedure mask required 

•Use of eye protection (goggles or a face shield) 

should be considered 

•Perform hand hygiene before and after contact with 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/05/24/doug-ford-urges-ontarians-to-go-get-a-test-for-covid-19/
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the patient and the patient environment and after the 

removal of PPE 

 

 

Source:  

Ministry of Health COVID-19 Guidance: Primary Care Providers in a Community Setting 

https://opseu.org/news/ministry-of-health-coronavirus-situation-report-118/106747/  

 

- - 

UPCOMING EVENT: 

 

The Centre for Independent Living Toronto (CILT) invites you to: 

  

Nothing About Us, Without Us: Disability, Advocacy, and COVID-19 Webinar 

People with disabilities are often placed at society’s margins. We stand to be the most impacted by COVID-19 

but we are usually the last to be heard. We must come together to highlight and amplify our human rights. 

Join John Mossa, CILT Independent Living Skills Coordinator, over Zoom to connect and share advocacy 

strategies we have all been using during COVID-19. 

 

When: Thursday May 28, 2020, 1:00 PM -2:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Where: over Zoom! The link will be sent out to all those who register the day before the event. There will also 

be a phone in option that can be provided upon request.   

 

By the end of the webinar, you will build on your knowledge of: 

 

(1) COVID-19, Disability Issues and Concerns 

(2) Nothing About Us Without Us: Social Justice Framework: Independent Living & Human Rights 

(3) Meaning of Advocacy and Different Types of Advocacy 

(4) Self Advocacy Process & Tools 

(5) Community Advocacy Campaigns 

 

To register please e-mail robin.simmons@cilt.ca or call 416-599-2458 extension 293. Please note, you will 

not be able to join the session without registering first. 

 

If you need support with how to access Zoom please let CILT know and they will be happy to help you figure it 

out. Instructions will be sent to all those who register. 

 

This event is provided through the generous funding support of The City of Toronto, The United Way of 

Greater Toronto, and IL Canada. 

 

- - 

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and requires resources 

related to COVID-19, please contact Jessica (Jessica.nydp@gmail.com) and she can assist you in accessing and/or 

creating various communication tools.  

https://opseu.org/news/ministry-of-health-coronavirus-situation-report-118/106747/
mailto:rebecca.wood@cilt.ca
mailto:Jessica.nydp@gmail.com
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- - 

If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at 

www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local health unit at the 

following phone numbers:  

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 

Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600 

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700 

Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711 

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675 

 

Please refer back to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still be relevant. If 

you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect yourself and those around you from the 

COVID-19 virus, please contact our Outreach Communication Facilitator Jessica, at 416-222-4448 or  

jessica.nydp@gmail.com   

http://www.ontario.ca/coronavirus
mailto:jessica.nydp@gmail.com

