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Coronavirus: COVID-19 

Current Update – October 22, 2021 

 
As of October 22nd, 2021, Canada has a total of 1,693,156 confirmed cases of COVID-19. 
Ontario has 596,280 cases and Toronto has 180,434 cases.  
 
---  
 
Ontario reports 492 new COVID-19 cases  
 
Today, there are 492 new cases of COVID-19 in Ontario. The seven-day average is 405, down 
from 465 at this time last week. The positivity rate is 1.4%. 
  
Of these 492 new infections, 325 people are either unvaccinated, partially vaccinated or have an 
unknown vaccination status. The remaining 167 people are fully vaccinated.  
 
Today’s cases were found in: Toronto (64), Peel Region (59), Sudbury (39), Ottawa (38), York 
Region (33), Middlesex-London (32), Windsor-Essex (23), Hamilton (23), Niagara Region (20), 
and Durham Region (19). All other health units reported fewer than 20 COVID-19 cases in 
Ontario. 
 
According to the province, there are 261 COVID-19 patients in hospital, including 36 people 
who are fully vaccinated and 225 people who are either not fully vaccinated or have an unknown 
vaccination status. There are 149 patients in an Intensive Care Unit, and 94 of them are breathing 
with the help of a ventilator.  
 
In Ontario, 22,689 vaccine doses were given in the last 24 hours. Over 10.8 million people in 
Ontario are fully vaccinated, which is 87.6% of the population that is eligible for a vaccine. 
Meanwhile, 83.4% of people in Ontario who are eligible for a vaccine have had at least one dose. 
 
Sources: 
 

1. https://covid19tracker.ca/index.html 
2. https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-reports-492-new-covid-19-cases-12-more-deaths-

1.5634125 
 
---  
 
 
Health Canada reports increase in calls to poison control centres over ivermectin usage 
 
Health Canada has released a new statement reminding Canadians that ivermectin should not be 
used to treat or prevent COVID-19.  
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Ivermectin is a drug that treats illnesses caused by parasites. There is a version for humans and a 
version for animals, which is most commonly used for horses and cows. To learn more about 
ivermectin, read our previous post about it here: 
https://www.nydp.ca/uploads/1/5/1/7/15170544/ivermectin_explained.pdf 
 
There is no evidence that ivermectin works to prevent or treat COVID-19, and it is not 
authorized for this use. However, poison control centres have seen an increase in reports 
regarding this anti-parasitic drug. 
 
Most importantly, “Health Canada has not received any drug submission or applications for 
clinical trials for ivermectin for the prevention or treatment of COVID-19.” 
 
All prescription drugs should be taken under the advice and supervision of a health-care 
professional. 
 
Side effects of taking veterinary ivermectin can include vomiting, diarrhea, low blood pressure, 
allergic reactions, and death in serious cases. 
 
“Canadians should never consume health products intended for animals because of potential 
serious health risks, including seizures, coma and even death.” 
 
If you have any questions for Health Canada, you can call them at (613) 957-2991. The toll-free 
number is 1-866 225-0709. If you prefer email, you can contact Health Canada at 
hcinfo.infosc@canada.ca  
 
Source:  
 

1. https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/health-canada-reports-increase-in-calls-to-poison-control-
centres-over-ivermectin-usage-1.5631181 

 
 ---  
 
Ontario’s COVID-19 Vaccine booking portal:  
Those eligible for a vaccine can book here: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/. 
Or by phone at: 1-833-943-3900.  
For general information about vaccines, call: 1-888-999-6488.  
 
--- 
 
In Toronto? Here’s a safe transportation option to go to your vaccine appointment:  
 
Wheel-Trans is committed to providing vaccine rides to the elderly and people with disabilities 
in Toronto. Wheel-Trans is offering individual rides to City-run mass vaccination sites, 
pharmacies, doctor’s offices, and clinics that are giving out vaccines. Customers may be joined 
by one Support Person on their Wheel-Trans ride.  
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You may be eligible for Wheel-Trans service if your disability prevents you from using the 
TTC’s conventional transit for all or part of their trip.  
 
If you are not yet a Wheel-Trans customer, and you think you may qualify for Wheel-Trans 
service, you are invited to apply by calling Wheel-Trans Customer Service at 416-393-4111, 
Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
Existing Wheel-Trans customers can book their rides to and from their vaccine appointments by 
calling Wheel-Trans Reservations at 416-393-4222, seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. or 
through the Wheel-Trans Self-Booking Website. Access the website by clicking here: 
https://mywheel-trans.ttc.ca/SelfBooking2020/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fSelfBooking2020.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
 
 
Alliance for Equality of Blind Canadians 
 
Employment Information Session-Ontario Public Service Accessibility Office (OPS) 
AEBC Toronto Chapter is pleased to present an Employment Information Session in recognition 
of the National Disability Employment Awareness Month NDEAM. This employment 
information session will empower participants to become job ready for career opportunities 
within the Ontario Public Service. 
Join us on Tuesday October 26 at 10 AM-12 PM for this interactive employment information 
session.   
 
Our guest is Scott Allardyce, Senior Policy Advisor in the Ontario Public Service Accessibility 
Office within the Treasury Board Secretariat. Scott's primary role is to support jobseekers with 
disabilities as they transition to the workplace. 
  
Learning Objectives 
By the end of this session, participants will be able to: 

• Understand the employment application process at OPS and have tips on how to prepare 
your resume and cover letter to land an interview  

• How to network effectively 
• How to prepare for an interview with a hiring manager 
• Understand the importance of role playing and having mock interviews  
• Understand the importance of mentorship and job coaching when seeking employment  

 
Client Services for Free 
All these services are free, and Scott will work with individuals personally to develop achievable 
employment goals. 

 
• An invitation to the Annual Connexions event for jobseekers with disabilities  
• Registration to the Connexions Employment Newsletter Distribution List 
• Resume Review 
• Networking Advice  
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• Interview support-mock and informational interviews 
• Mentoring Opportunities (informal discussions) 
• Job Coaching 

 
RSVP 
 
RSVP is required as space is limited. RSVP via email at aebctoronto@gmail.com 
 
Zoom Instructions  
 
Topic: Employment Information Session-OPS 
Time: Oct 26, 2021- 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://blindcanadians-
ca.zoom.us/j/82840239629?pwd=WEZsWjRrNnpkcmFNTGZsK0JpQXNZUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 828 4023 9629 
Passcode: 531293 
 
 
North Yorkers 
 
The Communication Enrichment Class (ongoing) 
The class is running virtually on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1pm. You can find the online blog 
at https://nydpcec.wordpress.com/ where class activities will be posted before each class. If you 
or someone you know has a communication disability and may be interested in participating in 
the class, please contact Jessica, our Manager of Client Services via email at 
jessica.nydp@gmail.com. 

 
March of Dimes  
 
One to One Peer Support Program  
The One to One Peer Support program is still running. No one understands quite like somebody 
who has lived the same experience. Our Peer Support program pairs caregivers with peers who 
are also experienced in caregiving and can offer practical advice and support by phone or a video 
chat. Contact Angie Clark by email at aclark@marchofdimes.ca or call 1-905-301-8114 for more 
information or to get connected.  
 

--- 
 

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and 
requires resources related to COVID-19, please contact Jessica (jessica.nydp@gmail.com) and 
she can assist you in accessing and/or creating various communication tools.  
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If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at 
www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local 
health unit at the following phone numbers:  
 

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 
Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600 

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700 
Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711 

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675 
 

Please refer to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still 
be relevant. If you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect 

yourself and those around you from the COVID-19 virus, please contact our Senior Manager of 
Client Services/Lead AAC Facilitator Jessica at 416-222-4448 or jessica.nydp@gmail.com. 


