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Coronavirus: COVID-19 

Current Update – September 17, 2021 

 
As of September 17th, 2021, Canada has a total of 1,565,722 confirmed cases of COVID-19. 
Ontario has 580,048 cases and Toronto has 176,896 cases.  
 
---  
 
Ontario logs just under 800 new COVID-19 cases  
 
Today, there are 795 new cases of COVID-19 in Ontario. The seven-day average is 724, down 
from 728 at this time last week. The positivity rate is 2.4%. 
  
Of these 795 new infections, 582 people are not fully vaccinated or have an unknown 
vaccination status. The remaining 213 people are fully vaccinated.  
 
Today’s cases were found in: Toronto (166), Peel Region (77), York Region (71), Ottawa (64), 
Durham Region (60), Waterloo Region (38), Windsor-Essex (36), and Hamilton (33). All other 
health units reported fewer than 30 cases in Ontario. 
 
According to the province, there are 336 COVID-19 patients in hospital, including 30 people 
who are fully vaccinated and 306 people who are either not fully vaccinated or have an unknown 
vaccination status. There are 194 patients in an Intensive Care Unit, and 133 of them are 
breathing with the help of a ventilator.  
 
In Ontario, 35,285 vaccine doses were given in the last 24 hours. Over 10.2 million people in 
Ontario are fully vaccinated, which is 79.3% of the population that is eligible for a 
vaccine. Meanwhile, 85.3% of people in Ontario who are eligible for a vaccine have had at least 
one dose. 
 
Sources: 
 

1. https://covid19tracker.ca/index.html 
2. https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-logs-just-under-800-new-covid-19-cases-five-more-

deaths-1.5589409 
 
---  
 
Online COVID-19 risk assessment calculator 
 
The National Institute of Aging created a COVID-19 risk assessment calculator at the beginning 
of the pandemic to help Canadians assess their virus risk when visiting or gathering with others.  
 
The calculator has been updated to reflect risks associated with back-to-school and new 
guidelines that allow for larger gatherings.  
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The site has a quick assessment which takes about 3 minutes to complete and a more in-depth 
assessment which takes about 10 minutes. The calculator can be found here: 
https://covidvisitrisk.com/index.html. 
 
In both assessments, the user inputs personal information such as the province they live in, age, 
vaccination status, and information about the social gathering you are thinking of attending. The 
calculator then tells you if you will be at a low, moderate, high, or very high risk for COVID-19 
and tells you how it came to that conclusion based on your answers. 
 
The creators have been thanked by many people who now have a better understanding of the 
risks associated with certain situations. It has also helped people gain a better idea of where they 
are at low and high levels of risk.  
 
One of the developers of the calculator stated: “the feedback overall has been overwhelmingly 
positive where people have really just said it's really helped solidify their understanding of the 
risks associated…It's given them confidence to be able to go back and meet with their loved 
ones, their families, or friends, but doing it safely.” 
 
Sources:  
 

1. https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/online-covid-19-risk-assessment-gets-an-
upgrade-to-reflect-larger-gatherings-1.5585824 

2. https://covidvisitrisk.com/index.html 
 
 ---  
 
Ontario’s COVID-19 Vaccine booking portal:  
Those eligible for a vaccine can book here: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/. 
Or by phone at: 1-833-943-3900.  
For general information about vaccines, call: 1-888-999-6488.  
 
--- 
 
In Toronto? Here’s a safe transportation option to go to your vaccine appointment:  
 
Wheel-Trans is committed to providing vaccine rides to the elderly and people with disabilities 
in Toronto. Wheel-Trans is offering individual rides to City-run mass vaccination sites, 
pharmacies, doctor’s offices, and clinics that are giving out vaccines. Customers may be joined 
by one Support Person on their Wheel-Trans ride.  
 
You may be eligible for Wheel-Trans service if your disability prevents you from using the 
TTC’s conventional transit for all or part of their trip.  
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If you are not yet a Wheel-Trans customer, and you think you may qualify for Wheel-Trans 
service, you are invited to apply by calling Wheel-Trans Customer Service at 416-393-4111, 
Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
Existing Wheel-Trans customers can book their rides to and from their vaccine appointments by 
calling Wheel-Trans Reservations at 416-393-4222, seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. or 
through the Wheel-Trans Self-Booking Website. Access the website by clicking here: 
https://mywheel-trans.ttc.ca/SelfBooking2020/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fSelfBooking2020.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
 
Virtual Toronto Disability Pride March 	
The Toronto Disability Pride March is back for 2021! #TDPM2021 This virtual event will have 
speakers and artists. This year, the theme is honoring the struggles and resistance of Indigenous 
people with disabilities and their communities. ASL will be provided, and they are in the process 
of confirming captioning. For more information: https://torontodisabilitypride.wordpress.com/ 
Date: Saturday, September 18th at 1:00pm	
To register: 	
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/toronto-disability-pride-march-2021-the-virtual-experience-
tickets-167003635369?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR19kkeEudyVB5siMsJ9_73D7MsuMcJW7-
pUCWXsn0Loirf8WPdmdNs9oLg 
 
North Yorkers 
 
The Communication Enrichment Class (ongoing) 
The class is running virtually on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1pm. You can find the online blog 
at https://nydpcec.wordpress.com/ where class activities will be posted before each class. If you 
or someone you know has a communication disability and may be interested in participating in 
the class, please contact Jessica, our Manager of Client Services via email at 
jessica.nydp@gmail.com. 

 
March of Dimes  
 
3-Part Series with Caroline Tapp-McDougall  
Session 3: Slow Caregiving  
Date: RESCHEDULED for Monday, September 20th at 2:00pm.  
Register: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LgLPEQJhz0Oew_OpyuNE5Y_YdjYHf
hHnLBGvolxLIpUMlAzQTBFMDc0T09PWDk0S00xRUhMWlBMSy4u 
 
One to One Peer Support Program  
The One to One Peer Support program is still running. No one understands quite like somebody 
who has lived the same experience. Our Peer Support program pairs caregivers with peers who 
are also experienced in caregiving and can offer practical advice and support by phone or a video 
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chat. Contact Angie Clark by email at aclark@marchofdimes.ca or call 1-905-301-8114 for more 
information or to get connected.  
 

--- 
 

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and 
requires resources related to COVID-19, please contact Jessica (jessica.nydp@gmail.com) and 
she can assist you in accessing and/or creating various communication tools.  
 
If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at 
www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local 
health unit at the following phone numbers:  
 

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 
Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600 

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700 
Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711 

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675 
 

Please refer to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still 
be relevant. If you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect 

yourself and those around you from the COVID-19 virus, please contact our Senior Manager of 
Client Services/Lead AAC Facilitator Jessica at 416-222-4448 or jessica.nydp@gmail.com. 


