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Coronavirus: COVID-19 

Current Update – May 19 2021 

 

As of May 19th, 2021, Canada has a total of 1,338,141 confirmed cases of COVID-19. Ontario has 

513,102 cases and Toronto has 162,311 cases.  

 

--- 

Ontario will announce a new reopening plan and date “very soon” 

 

On Tuesday, a spokesperson for Premier Doug Ford’s office confirmed that the colour-coded 

framework, which had green, yellow, orange, red, and grey zones, will not be brought back when 

Ontario begins to lift restrictions. However, we don’t know what will replace it yet.  

 

Also, unlike other provinces such as Quebec and Saskatchewan, Ontario does not have a set date 

when things will open up again. However, sources tell CTV News Toronto that the government is 

working on a rough timeline of June and early July to fully unlock the economy. 

 

“We have been working with the chief medical officer of health and the medical experts on a safe and 

careful reopening of Ontario because the last thing we want is to go into it too quickly and to get into a 

fourth wave. We have to do everything we can to avoid that so we are working on that and we expect 

it will be available very soon,” Health Minister Christine Elliott said on Tuesday. “[The new 

reopening plan] is sector specific looking at what different types of sectors could perhaps be reopened 

and what their specific needs and timelines are.” 

 

The government is examining a number of different scenarios for the new reopening plan, including 

the specific benchmarks to trigger the opening on specific sectors and regions. 

Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. David Williams has previously said that he would like to see 

daily case counts “well below 1,000” before restrictions are lifted.  

 

Elliot added that “we do expect to reach 65 per cent [of the Ontario population being vaccinated] (with 

one dose) before the end of May. But [it] is also based on the hospitalization rates, the number of 

people in intensive care and the reproductive number. So there are a number of indicators that have to 

be looked at together in order to make that determination about when we can move into the first stage 

of reopening.” 

 

Sources:  

1.https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-to-scrap-colour-coded-framework-as-it-prepares-to-unveil-new-

reopening-plan-1.5432897  

 

--- 

https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-to-scrap-colour-coded-framework-as-it-prepares-to-unveil-new-reopening-plan-1.5432897
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-to-scrap-colour-coded-framework-as-it-prepares-to-unveil-new-reopening-plan-1.5432897
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Ontario reports fewer than 2,000 new cases for second day in a row, pause on non-urgent and 

elective surgeries is lifted 

 

Today, Ontario reported 1,588  new cases of COVID-19, which is the lowest number of new cases in 

one day since March 24. In the province, there were 1,616 new infections yesterday, 2,170 on 

Monday, 2,199 on Saturday and 2,584 on Sunday. There are 524 new cases in Toronto, 335 in Peel 

Region, and 105 in Ottawa. 

 

The province’s positivity rate is 5.2%, down from 7.9% on Monday. Based on the past 7 days, the 

average of new cases per day in Ontario is 2,183, down from 2,370 one week ago. At least 19 more 

people have died from the virus within the past 24 hours.     

 

There are at least 1,401 people in hospital due to COVID-19. Of the 745 people in Intensive Care 

Units (ICUs), 483 of them are breathing with the assistance of a ventilator.  

 

As of today, the provincewide pause on non-urgent and elective surgeries has been lifted! Hospitals 

with the capacity to do so can “gradually and cautiously resume non-urgent and non-emergent care,” 

according to Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. David Williams. 

 

Today, the province reported 1,803 new cases of the B1.1.7. variant, which was first discovered in the 

UK. The total case count for this variant in Ontario is 110,956. Also, the province has a total of 683 

cases of the P.1. variant, which was discovered in Brazil, and 683 cases of the B.1.617 variant, which 

was first discovered in South Africa. 

 

Currently, about 456,784 Ontarians are fully vaccinated against COVID-19. In total, over 7.4 million 

doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been administered in the province.  

 

Source:  

1.https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/fewer-than-2-000-new-covid-19-cases-reported-in-ontario-for-second-

straight-day-1.5434319  

 

---  

 

Ontario’s COVID-19 Vaccine booking portal:  

 

Those eligible for a vaccine can book here: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/. 

 

Or by phone at: 1-833-943-3900.  

 

https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/fewer-than-2-000-new-covid-19-cases-reported-in-ontario-for-second-straight-day-1.5434319
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/fewer-than-2-000-new-covid-19-cases-reported-in-ontario-for-second-straight-day-1.5434319
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/
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For general information about vaccines, call: 1-888-999-6488. 

 

--- 

 

In Toronto? Here’s a safe transportation option to go to your vaccine appointment: 

 

Wheel-Trans is committed to providing vaccine rides to the elderly and people with disabilities in 

Toronto. Wheel-Trans is offering individual rides to City-run mass vaccination sites, pharmacies, 

doctor’s offices and clinics that are giving out vaccines. Customers may be joined by one Support 

Person on their Wheel-Trans ride. 

 

You may be eligible for Wheel-Trans service if your disability prevents you from using the TTC’s 

conventional transit for all or part of their trip. 

 

If you are not yet a Wheel-Trans customer, and you think you may qualify for Wheel-Trans service, 

you are invited to apply by calling Wheel-Trans Customer Service at 416-393-4111, Monday to 

Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 

Existing Wheel-Trans customers can book their rides to and from their vaccine appointments by 

calling Wheel-Trans Reservations at 416-393-4222, seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. or 

through the Wheel-Trans Self-Booking Website. Access the website by clicking here: 

https://mywheel-trans.ttc.ca/SelfBooking2020/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fSelfBooking2020.  

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

March of Dimes 
Caregiver Webinars 

  

Stress Management for Caregivers 

Date: Monday, May 31st at 2:00pm 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/stress-management-for-caregivers-registration-151071788787 

  

Caregiver Connection Group 

Caregiver Conversation Series 

Date: Thursdays at 2:00pm (ongoing) 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/march-of-dimes-canada-caregiver-conversation-series-tickets-

142228614615?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

 

Better Living Health and Community Services 
Wellness Breaks and Lunch n’ Learns 

  

Music for Emotional Expression with SarahRose Black  

https://mywheel-trans.ttc.ca/SelfBooking2020/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fSelfBooking2020
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/stress-management-for-caregivers-registration-151071788787
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/stress-management-for-caregivers-registration-151071788787
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/march-of-dimes-canada-caregiver-conversation-series-tickets-142228614615?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/march-of-dimes-canada-caregiver-conversation-series-tickets-142228614615?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/march-of-dimes-canada-caregiver-conversation-series-tickets-142228614615?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Date: Wednesday, May 26th from 12:00 to 1:00pm  

To register: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ufu6uqjwjEtRpr86FUvBHq-B2wRHqRWnh 

  

--- 

 

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and 

requires resources related to COVID-19, please contact Sarah (sarah.nydp@gmail.com) and she can 

assist you in accessing and/or creating various communication tools.  

 

If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at 

www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local health 

unit at the following phone numbers:  

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 

Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600 

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700 

Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711 

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675 

 

Please refer back to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still 

be relevant. If you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect yourself 

and those around you from the COVID-19 virus, please contact our Outreach Communication 

Facilitator Sarah, at 416-222-4448 or 

sarah.nydp@gmail.com 

 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ufu6uqjwjEtRpr86FUvBHq-B2wRHqRWnh
http://www.ontario.ca/coronavirus
mailto:sarah.nydp@gmail.com

