Coronavirus: COVID-19
Current Update — October 16, 2020

As of October 16th, 2020, Canada has a total of 191, 730 confirmed cases of COVID-19. Ontario
itself has 62, 196 cases with Toronto having 23, 572 cases.

York Region and other jurisdictions could soon be moved into Stage 2

Premier Doug Ford said on Thursday that York Region is “teetering right now” amid a rising
number of COVID-19 cases. York Region has been reporting an average of 76 new daily cases of
COVID-19 over the last week, but the numbers seem to be increasing. This was apparent on
Thursday, as 127 new cases of the virus were reported in the region.

Ontario’s Associate Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Barbara Yaffe, has suggested that new
restrictions could be coming for both York and Halton Region, where there has also been a recent
spike in new daily cases. Premier Ford has made it clear that he would not hesitate to put other
regions into a modified Stage 2 if necessary, but says that he is “praying” it will not come to that.

Source: https://www.cp24.com/news/ford-says-that-york-region-is-teetering-as-official-hints-that-
more-jurisdictions-could-be-moved-into-modified-stage-2-1.5146051

TDSB: Elementary school students can no longer switch between virtual and in-class
instruction in November

The Toronto District School Board has confirmed that students will no longer be able to switch
between in-class and virtual instruction in November. Originally, there was meant to be three dates,
which were given at the beginning of the school year, where students could make the switch
between virtual and in-class. The date that was set for November has now been eliminated, in order
to maintain stability for staff and students.

According to the TDSB, about 7, 800 students requested to switch from in-class to virtual learning
prior to the first transition date of October 13", and at the same time 4, 000 students switched from
online to in-person. This resulted in many coordinating difficulties, where some students doing
school virtually were not assigned teachers immediately.

Source: https://www.cp24.com/news/elementary-school-students-can-no-longer-switch-between-
virtual-and-in-class-instruction-in-november-tdsb-1.5147778
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

March of Dimes

New Four-Part Series for Caregivers: Navigating the Rough Waters of Care Transitions
» Hospital to Home Transitions: When Accidents Happen
o Date: Wednesday, Oct. 21%, Time: 2:30
» Transitioning to Long-Term Care
o Date: Wednesday, Oct. 28", Time: 2:30
» After Caregiving, What’s changed in you?
o Date: Wednesday, Nov. 4", Time: 2:30
Registration for all events can be done here: https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/march-of-dimes-
canada-27715764721

Harmony Place

Online Music Therapy Sessions

Date: Wednesdays and Fridays, starting Friday August 7, and Wednesday August 19 2020
Time: 2:30 — 3:30pm

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/82054622001?pwd=22xyZjFZQUpNRFB6YzAwU085N3pGUT09
Meeting ID: 820 5462 2001

Passcode: 051424

For more information, contact Wanda by email at: wanda@harmonyplace.on.ca

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and
requires resources related to COVID-19, please contact Sarah (sarah.nydp@gmail.com) and she can
assist you in accessing and/or creating various communication tools.

If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at
www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local health
unit at the following phone numbers:

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700

Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675
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Please refer back to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still
be relevant. If you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect yourself
and those around you from the COVID-19 virus, please contact our Outreach Communication
Facilitator Sarah, at 416-222-4448 or
sarah.nydp@gmail.com
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