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Coronavirus: COVID-19 

Current Update – September 1, 2020 

,  

As of September 1st, 2020, Canada has a total of 128, 948 confirmed cases of COVID-19. Ontario 

itself has 42, 309 cases with Toronto having 16, 044 cases.  

 

--- 

Canada’s number of active COVID-19 cases on the rise, ahead of back-to-school  

 

In the past two weeks, British Colombia, Alberta and Manitoba have all set or come close to setting 

new daily records for the highest number of new COVID-19 cases in each province.  This past 

Saturday, Ontario and Quebec reported their highest numbers of new daily cases for a month or 

more.   

 

Respiratory viruses are least likely to be circulating in July and August, and Dr. Colin Furness, an 

infection control epidemiologist, warns; “We, with doing nothing at all, should be seeing no 

COVID – but we’re doing a lot, and we’re still seeing COVID….That gives you a sense that the 

virulence of this virus is there, and it’s going to come back hard.”   

 

One of the most important ways to measure the spread of the virus is to look at trends around the 

number of active COVID-19 cases.  With 367 new cases of COVID-19 reported across Canada on 

Saturday, and only 145 new recoveries logged, the country’s total number of active cases moved 

past the 5, 000 mark for the first time in nearly three weeks.   

 

British Colombia has recently seen a large rise in case numbers, and it is one of two provinces, the 

other being Manitoba, where there are currently more active cases of COVID-19 than there were at 

any point during the first wave of the pandemic.  Ontario is also seeing an escalation of active cases, 

after having had 12 days in the middle of August where numbers were below 1, 000.  As of August 

31st, there are 1, 221 active cases in the province.   

 

There are currently many worries for the future of the virus in Canada.  Back-to-school is one, as 

many children and teachers are preparing to return to the classroom in September.   There are also 

fears surrounding the winter influenza season, and what it will look like overlapped with COVID-

19.  However, the Public Health Agency of Canada’s recent report states that there is an 

“exceptionally low” amount of flu activity this summer.  Also, data from the Southern Hemisphere, 

where the flu season is already underway, is reporting record low levels of infection.   This is most 

likely the result of distancing and other measures taken to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

 

Source: https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canada-s-active-covid-19-case-number-is-rising-shortly-

before-most-schools-reopen-1.5085281 
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---  

Toronto plans for ‘inevitable’ second wave of COVID-19 

 

Toronto’s top public health official, Dr. Eileen de Villa, says that there will definitely be a 

resurgence of COVID-19 in the fall, and that everything, including another lockdown, will be on the 

table when it comes to limiting the spread of the virus.   

 

Cases in the city have already been increasing.  Earlier this month, Toronto’s seven day rolling 

average of new cases hit a low of 15.9, but it now stands at 35. Part of the response from the city 

will be to deploy “community outreach rapid response teams” in areas where higher numbers of the 

virus are reported.  There will also be more pop-up testing sites located in those areas.   

 

City Manager Chris Murray has said that there are now many centralized bodies specifically for 

decision-making around COVID-19, including a strategic command table that meets weekly and 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) task force for the city.  There is also a “COVID-19 resurgence 

plan” which outlines measures that will be taken if there is exponential growth in infections.   

 

Source: https://www.cp24.com/news/city-details-plans-for-inevitable-second-wave-of-covid-19-1.5086579 

 

--- 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 

Vibrant Healthcare  

 

Virtual Health and Wellness Series 

When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2pm 

➢ Tips to Maintain a Healthy Lifestyle, Tuesday, September 1st  

➢ COVID-19: Protect Yourself and Others, Thursday, September 3rd 

➢ Guided Meditation, Tuesday, September 8th 

➢ Stay Connected with Vibrant: Program and Services, Thursday, September 10th  

To register, email at: jennifert@virbanthealthcare.ca  

 

Harmony Place 

 

Online Music Therapy Sessions  

Date: Wednesdays and Fridays, starting Friday August 7th, and Wednesday August 19th, 2020 

Time: 2:30 – 3:30pm 

Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82054622001?pwd=Z2xyZjFZQUpNRFB6YzAwU085N3pGUT09 

https://www.cp24.com/news/city-details-plans-for-inevitable-second-wave-of-covid-19-1.5086579
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Meeting ID: 820 5462 2001 

Passcode: 051424 

For more information, contact Wanda by email at: wanda@harmonyplace.on.ca  

 

Ontario Federation for Cerebral Palsy (OFCP) 

 

Nicholas Milojevic Walk ‘N’ Roll-a-thon  

Where: Virtual meet-up event 

Date: Saturday, September 12, 2020  

Time: 10:00am 

Purchase tickets or make a donation at: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/ontario-

federation-for-cerebral-palsy/events/nicholas-milojevic-walk-n-roll-a-thon-2/ 

 

--- 

 

If you or someone you know uses Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), and 

requires resources related to COVID-19, please contact Sarah (sarah.nydp@gmail.com) and she can 

assist you in accessing and/or creating various communication tools.  

 

If you think you may be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, take the self-assessment at 

www.ontario.ca/coronavirus. Follow all directions from your medical provider or your local health 

unit at the following phone numbers:  

Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 

Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600 

Peel Public Health: 905-799-7700 

Durham Region Health Department: 905-668-7711 

York Region Public Health: 1-877-464-9675 

 

Please refer back to previous updates as lots of important information has been provided that may still 

be relevant. If you have any questions or require more information on how you can protect yourself 

and those around you from the COVID-19 virus, please contact our Outreach Communication 

Facilitator Sarah, at 416-222-4448 or 

sarah.nydp@gmail.com 
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